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several times before, but I never saw them occur rapidly
and consecutively in broad daylight. The whole seance
did not extend over more than half an hour, and no cessa-
tion of the phenomena occurred from first to last. *

All went well for six weeks, and London was full
of curiosity as to the powers of Slade, when there came
an awkward interruption.

Early in September, 1876, Professor Ray Lan-
kester with Dr. Donkin had two sittings with Slade',
and on the second occasion, seizing the slate, he found
writing on it when none was supposed to have taken
place. He was entirely without experience in psychic
research, or he would have known that it is impossible
to say at what moment writing occurs in such seances.
Occasionally a whole sheet of writing seems to be pre-
cipitated in an instant, while at other times the author
has clearly heard the pencil scratching along from line
to line. To Ray Lankester, however, it seemed a
clear case of fraud, and he wrote a letter to The Times"\
denouncing Slade, and also prosecuted him for obtain-
ing money under false pretences. Replies to Lankes-
ter's letter and supporting Slade were forthcoming
from Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace, Professor Barrett,
and others. Dr. Wallace pointed out that Professor
Lankester's account of what happened was so com-
pletely unlike what occurred during his own visit to
the medium, as well as the recorded experience of
Serjeant Cox, Dr. Carter Blake, and many others, that
he could only look upon it as a striking example of
Dr. Carpenter's theory of preconceived ideas. He

* The Spiritualist, Vol. IX, p. 2.                    f September, 16, 1876.

294